From the

Cow Boss

Jon Wooster, USCA President
San Lucas, California

All of us who live out on these ranches have
our favorite times of year. Me, I like the first
day of rain in the fall when you can smell
the wet water on the dry dirt, the springtime when everything is green and early
fall when the cows are calving but we’re not yet feeding hay. This may seem
a little strange to some of you who wait for calves in the spring and rain in the
summer, but we all live by the seasons and adjust to the weather we’re given in
the place where we ranch.

Truth be told, I really like it here at home all the time. I enjoy the quiet and
being outside and being around people I’ve known for years. Make no mistake,
raising cattle is always a challenge, but you never get to the point where it is
boring or predictable. You get to the point where you are tired and worn out
and wish you had a day with nothing to do, but at the same time you wouldn’t
trade places with anyone.

Because I feel like this about the business, it is especially hard for me to get on
aplane and fly to D.C. 1 don’t like that town. Unlike home, it is noisy and full
of people.

That being said, there is no other feeling that I have ever had that is like flying
into Washington D.C.‘s Reagan Airport after dark and seeing the lights on
the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument, the White House and
Capitol Hill. It fills you with pride for what this country represents and reminds
you that being an American comes with duties as well as rights. Part of what
this country represents is that we have the right to go to D.C. and speak our
piece, knowing that there will be no repercussions against us for doing so.

I personally have never been to D.C. as a tourist. I have only gone there to
represent the cattle industry and by now I’ve been there quite a few times.
Usually I am there to have a meeting with the officials at USDA, or to meet
with our Congressmen, trade representative or another agricultural group. But
what I can tell you is, aside from the tourists, everyone is in town because they
want something.

As our country gets more populated and more diverse, and now that recent
events have reminded us that we are not too big to fail, it must be overwhelming
to be a Senator or Congressman. Every day they are bombarded with requests,
budgets, emergencies, contingencies, and unanticipated results. For years they
moved forward with certainly, but I think the financial events of 2008 have
had an astounding effect on our elected officials. They now know that things
do not always right themselves, and that if they don’t make good decisions
they won’t get good results. I think this has practically immobilized them. In
this last legislative session it seems like the only things that got done were the
ones that were literally pushed through. It has not been good for the country.
Recently, Congtress just went home and left behind them huge issues that need
to be addressed. It reminds me of someone who has so much to do that they
are overwhelmed and they do nothing.

In this situation it is our job, as it has always been our job, to pay attention to
who is running for office, and to vote for the individuals that you think can
go to D.C. and get our governmental processes moving again. It is our job to
elect people who will support the constitution and not make end runs around it.
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It is our job to elect people who will work. It is our job to elect people who are
willing to work as hard in D.C. as we are willing to work on our ranches, and
to elect people who actually have experience in getting things done. In other
words, it is our job to forge ahead electing the type of individuals for office that
we want to do business with at home.

I am sure that you were diligent and thoughtful about your vote. Now that
the election is over, it is our job to work with the legislators that the majority
of voters in this county elected. Since our industry is such a minority, we
can expect to go to Washington and have only a handful of legislators who
understand our issues. It is our job to educate this new legislature so they know
that generally what is good for the cattle industry is good for the public. It is
a huge job.

Recently we seemed to have a legislative quagmire in D.C. The process seemed
overcome by inertia. Hopefully, this election has stirred the pot and invigorated
Congress, and hopefully the vitality and bipartisanship that makes this country
work is brought back to the halls of Congress.

Let me tell you a little about our trips to DC and some about the people who
represent us there. USCA operates on a budget that would make any banker
beam. We are just a group of ranchers who think we can make a difference and
we make every penny count. Generally when we go to DC we pay our own
way. That means we buy our own plane tickets, rent our own hotel rooms and
buy our own meals. Occasionally, we will partner with someone who will help
defer the cost of a meeting room or a plane ticket, but mostly we are on our
own. We set up our appointments before we go. We try to visit with the USDA
and see key legislators on the current issues, deciding before we go where our
time will be best spent. The pace is fierce. We fly in late in the day, spend two
or three days of going non-stop, walking from office to office and staying on
a time schedule that Jess has ironed out like a drill sergeant and not deviating
from it. Of course if someone we meet with is off his time schedule, that just
means we run to get where we need to be or split up to make two meetings that
end up being held at the same time. This seems to work.

My experience has been that officials at the USDA are more than willing to take
the time to get our input on issues of the day. You know it is working when you
go home and they stay in touch for your input.

Just the same, Legislators know they represent us, and they make time for us
or make sure that their legislative aids received the message we are there to
deliver. They don’t always agree with us, but they are more than willing to listen
to our issues and our reasons. It is only rarely that we meet a legislator who is
closed to input.

With this kind of atmosphere, I feel like we make a difference. In fact, I
feel like we make a big difference, both in my operation and in yours. We
had an incredible amount of input in the animal ID issue which we are still
working on. We have been at the table with USDA discussing what the animal
decease issues and risks are that can make or break our operations. We’ve been
involved from the beginning in the GIPSA hearings, not pounding the table and
insisting on this or that, but asking the questions that will help clarify the rule,
and standing up and explaining to the USDA particular experiences we have
had with packers which will illuminate for the USDA just what issues we face.

We do all this with a flat wallet. If you think we are worth more than $100 to
your business, we could use some additional help. If there is some issue that we
are not addressing that you think should be addressed, let us know. We’ll do our
best. That’s all we can do. That’s all you can do. But let’s do it!

United States Cattlemen’s Association
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The Country
Connection

By Jess Peterson, USCA,
Executive Vice President

In Washington . . .

At first glance, it’s hard to believe
summertime is over! However, here
is a brief review of the recent agenda
of events and action issues, and it’s a wonder we fit it all in!

July found Jon Wooster, Leo McDonnell, Patrick Becker, and Bill Sauble
participating in USCA’s summer fly-in. These gentlemen did a great
job of relaying USCA’s positions on all of the current issues. Meetings
with the office of the U.S. Trade Representative focused on relaying the
points for a solid defense of the U.S. country-of-origin labeling (COOL)
law before the World Trade Organization (WTO) panel, and the need to
continually increase beef exports to Asia. In its meeting with USDA, USCA
relayed support for the proposed Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards
Administration’s (GIPSA) rule to increase fairness of livestock marketing.
The proposed animal disease traceability plan and the need for enhanced
firewalls for the Beef Checkoft were also discussed with USDA. The fly-
in delegation also took in the House of Representatives Subcommittee on
Livestock’s hearing to review the proposed GIPSA rule. On a personal
note, it was a proud moment to be a part of the only cattle association that
brought in ranchers to support this rule at the hearing! On the Hill, USCA
leaders discussed the need for estate tax reform, implementation of the
Open EAJA Act 0f 2010, and the U.S. — Korea Free Trade Agreement.
All and all this was a great fly-in, and I greatly appreciate the time
these ranchers spent in the Nation’s Capital!

For a better part of the summer, USCA and leading agricultural
associations worked literally around the clock to address the Beef
Checkoff firewall violations. USCA and cattle producers from across
the country are strongly supportive of the Beef Checkoff, but now
more than ever it’s clearly apparent that there needs to be a complete
separation between the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association (NCBA)
and the Federation of State Beef Councils. With a shrinking cow herd
and a loss of dollars in the budget, it’s unfathomable that the chief
contractor would misallocate funds. I think it’s extremely important
for cattle producers across the country to express your thoughts on
how the Beef Checkoff should be administered. Relay your thoughts
to your state beef council, your state cattlemen’s association, the
Federation of State Beef Councils, USDA, and the Cattlemen’s Beef
Board. Now, more than ever, you need to let your voice be heard on
this issue! USCA will continually work to make a difference here, and
I ask you to help restore the integrity to the Beef Checkoff.

August proved to be yet another busy month as Allan Sents and I,
along with loads of USCA members, attended the USDA/ Department
of Justice livestock industry workshop in Fort Collins, CO. Allan did
an outstanding job of testifying on the panel. To read the proposed
GIPSA rule log on to: http://archive.gipsa.usda.gov/rulemaking/
fr10/06-22-10.pdf . To submit comments before November 22, 2010
you can either email: comments.gipsa@USDA.gov, fax: 202-690-
2173, or mail: Tess Butler, GIPSA, USDA, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Room 1643-S, Washington, DC 20250-3604. Be sure to submit
your comments!

August also included USCA Animal ID Chairman Richard Bowman,
DVM and I attending the Joint Industry Forum on Animal Disease
Traceability meeting in Denver, CO.
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I am very pleased at the work that everyone is doing to create a workable
animal disease traceability program. Be sure to keep following this issue as
USDA plans to announce its proposed rule on its new animal tracking plan
in spring 2011.

Members of Congress are back in their districts and the race is on for

reelection! When Congress returns for the lame duck session, look to see
movement on estate tax reform.

There are several bills that have been introduced to address estate tax, USCA

will continue working with Congress to implement meaningful estate tax
reform before Congress concludes in 2010.

Thanks again for your support of USCA! Can you believe this outfit has
only been around for a little more than three years? It is amazing to see how
much it has accomplished! I hope you will keep supporting USCA and will
work to bring on just one new member. Don’t forget the Horn Wrap calls
that take place the first and third Tuesday of each month. Call starts at 7
a.m. MST, dial in is 1-270-696-2525 and the code is 032007#. As always,
if you ever have a question about any issue, feel free to contact me directly
at: 202-870-3867.

Sincerely, Jess Peterson
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21st Annual Sale

Wednesday, December 1
Noon » Midland Bull Test

Columbus, Montana

Ready to put Thickness, Structure, Volume and Fertility
Back in Your Bull Pastures?

Join us December 1st and find out why cattlemen
love Big Country bulls

* 50 Coming
2 Year Old
Hereford Bulls
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Just measuring for low input cattle, will not
make your cow herd more profitable. But
selecting for low-input cattle with solid pro-
duction genetics will!

We offer you the largest herd of individually
efficiency tested Angus bulls in the
Northwest, and all balanced with one of the
top performance programs in the West.

¢ 90 Coming Two Year Old Angus Bulls

* 40 Fall Yearling Angus Bulls

Sire Groups include sons of:

BC Mid Emblazon 854E 702: BW -0.9 WW+48 YW+85 M+16 MARB+.28 REA+.41
OCC Juneau 807J: BW +1.9WW +53 YW +88 M +21 -MARB .35 REA +.44

BAR 942 of 8423: BW +3.4 WW+58 YW+101 M+16 MARB+.14 REA +.16

HH Advance 3184N: BW 4.7
WW+50 YW+94 M+18 M&G+43
IMF+0.42
RCH Pure Gold 2127: BW 4.3 WW+53
YW+87 M+20 M&G+46 REA+0.54 IMF+0.03

A thick, well pigmented set of Hereford bulls
that have all been ultrasounded for ribeye and
marbling.

¢ 15 Fall Yearling and Coming 2 Year Old South Devon Bulls

Your #1 choice to maximize hybrid vigor and still maintain desirable
F1 females and high quality feeders with increased cutability.
The last 5 out of 7 years, South Devons have been the 1st or 2nd high selling
breed at Midland Bull Test.

Performance Bulls Genetically Sorted On Grass
* Bulls bred and developed under range conditions - we let the environment sort
the good ones, those that have the genetic ability to do the best
* Generations of consistent performance
o All sale bulls sell with complete performance data including EPDs.
* Real performance at a price ranchers can afford

¢ Free delivery within 400 miles on bulls

* Wintering arrangements on Angus & South Devons

* All bulls have been ultrasounded for carcass merit.

BEEF GOUNTRY BREEDERS

Brillhart Hereford Ranch Co. * Box 185 ¢ Musselshell, MT 59059 ¢ 406-947-2511
Leo & Sam McDonnell Angus ¢ 1640 Hwy. 10 « Columbus, MT 59019 ¢ 406-322-4447

Schurrtop American 5846: BW 5.3 WW +60 YW +99 M +31 MARB +.22 RFA -0.4
Schurrtop Reality X723: BW 0.4 WW +43 YW +80 M +23 MARB +.68 REA +.17

Also selling sons of Vermilion X Factor, SAV Final Answer , HARB
Pendleton, Redland Emblazon 2021, Horse Butte 5023 of 1023

Selling 30 coming 2 year old colts. This is the
2009 production offering of Karrels Ranch

Mike and Terry Karrels
Terry, Montana * 406-486-5008
M Shiners Desperado
1999 Palomino Stallion
| (Shining Spark x Peppys
= Final Desire by Freckles
/ Merada)

Hickorys Little Boon:

1998 Sorrel Stallion
(Peptoboonsmal x Sweet Little
Hickory by Docs Hickory)

The largest herd of individually efficiency
tested Angus in the Northwest!

Sale books & videos of bulls available by
request and can be viewed at
www.MidlandBullTest.com
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Society of Range Management Producer Forum

USCA invites cattle producers to join them for the Society of
Range Management Producer Forum on Tuesday February
8th,2011.

This will be held in Billings, Mt.at Holiday Inn Grand Montana
and the Billings Hotel and Convention Center

This is a great opportunity to get updated on new and ongoing
grazing practices to improve the productivity of your ranch.

This day-long Forum will feature ranchers from Manitoba,
Montana, North Dakota, Saskatchewan and South Dakota
sharing their experiences with the planning and application of
a wide variety of grazing management systems on their ranches.
They will discuss what has worked, what hasn’t worked and,
most importantly, what they have learned from their day-
to-day experiences, observations and monitoring.  Rancher
speakers will include Ray Banister, Wibaux, MT, Wayne Berry,
Williston, ND; Gene Goven, Turtle Lake, ND; Chase Hibbard,
Cascade, MT; Blain Hjerdas, Redvers, SK; and Dan Rasmussen,
Belvidere, SD.

The 2011 SRM Annual Meeting will offer you vast educational
and social opportunities to increase your knowledge on rangeland
management. The SRM Annual Meeting will provide a positive
environment to enthuse and energize you about rangeland
management. We promise you country hospitality and there
will be numerous opportunities for attendees to visit with
not only SRM members, but also members from several other
organizations and individuals all interested in rangelands.

The meeting will include educational paper and poster
presentations, a trade show with over 50 booths, technical tours,
social tours and several fun social activities. Don’t miss our Trade
Show mixer Monday night or the “An Evening in Montana”
event Wednesday night.

For complete program information and registration details please
visit the SRM web site at www.rangelands.org
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Silveus Insurance Rangeland Specialist:

- Can assist you with a plan of insurance for the Pasture Rangeland Forage (PRF)
policy that is tailor made for your operation.
- Has rangeland expertise and extensive training.
- Has exclusive Silveus' RangeCalc® software to assist producers
in selecting the most effective coverage based on real data, dating back to 1948.
Other agencies choose to conform you to a standardized coverage scheme.

Only a SILVEUS INSURANCE RANGELAMD SPECIALIST is qualified to create a plan
that conforms to your specific needs.

Don't Work For Your Insurance — Let Your Insurance Work For You.

Tait Berlier = 303.859.0777
Aaron Tattersall = 877.376.8811

www.rangelandinsurance.com
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GIPSA Rule, from page 4

Given the time and expense involved in making rule changes it is
very appropriate for the Department to update all deficiencies in
the Act at once.

Some legitimate concerns were also raised at the Workshop.
Who is a packer under these rules? Do U.S. Premium Beef
unit holders qualify as a packer? One would think not since
they do not participate in daily management, but it needs to
be clarified. Similar concerns were raised about a packer in an
isolated geographic location being limited in trading practices in
another area unrelated to the primary location. Other concerns
were raised about the written justification requirements. Again,
current grid type sales do that, but some seem to imply these rules
will require more paperwork. We need to see that implementation
is reasonable and not over-burdensome.

The United States Cattlemen’s Association believes the proposed
rules are necessary. We also believe there are marketing practices,
such as decreased negotiated sales, that may need to be addressed
down theroad. In themeantime GIPS A needs to receive constructive
comments to fairly implement reform to our marketplace
with the least amount of burden possible.

CENTANA
~— CATTLE
~—COMPANY

FEEDYARD

Backgrounding

Custom Feeding

Finishing

All natural'and NHTC Certified

Joliet, MT
406-598-2000

Manager, E¥vin Schlemmmer

Ranchers Riding with USCA

October 28, 2010 (USCA)-The U.S. Cattlemen’s Association
(USCA) is pleased to announce its new special program titled
“Ranchers Riding with USCA.” This program ensures USCA
is able to continue its strong full-time presence in Washington,
D.C. advocating for ranchers and the U.S. cattle industry.

If ranchers are looking to provide additional support to USCA,
they are encouraged to keep the organization in mind as they
take their cattle to market this fall. If ranchers wish to donate
a portion of their proceeds from any sales, they may ask their
local sale barn to direct a portion of their proceeds to USCA.
If a rancher chooses to participate, simply call Jess Peterson at
202-870-3867.

To become a member with the additional benefit of being placed
in a raffle to win a brand new saddle, courtesy of Nutralix, one
may purchase a year’s membership with USCA for only $100.00.

“Now more than ever ranchers need to stay connected to the
ongoing efforts of USCA on their behalf and to support an
organization that has the interests of ranchers across the country
as their top priority,” stated USCA President Jon Wooster.

“USCA has stepped up to the plate for U.S. ranchers and ensures
that day in and day out cattle producers have a voice and
representation in Washington, D.C. From leading delegations
of cattle producers to DC as part of fly-ins, to actively lobbying
Congress and the Administration agencies, USCA is there
making a difference.”

“USCA has also increased its involvement in producing and
filing comments regarding animal identification, competition
reform, country of origin labeling defense at the WTO, proposed
trade issues, cap and trade, and comments to prevent increased
regulations from the Environmental Protection Regulations
(EPA) under the Clean Water Act.”

“Furthermore, USCAisleading the way and promoting astronger
and enhanced beef checkoff that efficiently and effectively
utilizes checkoff dollars and creates greater transparency to the
contract bidding and spending process.”

“Last but not least, USCA continues to strongly advocate for the
prevention of foreign animal disease introduction.”

In closing, Wooster stated, “USCA is honored to work with the
established industry groups in agricultural coalitions when the
greater interests of agriculture are at stake, however, USCA is
proud to stand independently on the specific policies that are
unique to cattle producers and independent feeders. Advancing
the policies of cattle producers with honesty and integrity along
with a focus on maintaining strong relationships and delivering
results is what USCA hangs it hat on. I hope each and every
cattle producer will be a part of “Ranchers Riding with USCA.”

USCA ANNUAL MEETING

February 7th, 2011 in Billings Montana to be held at the Clubhouse [nn
and Suites. To make reservations phone 406-248-9800

All members are invited to participate in the process of
approving interim policies and formulating new policy with
membership input. Issues to be discussed are important to
the industry and the future of USCA membership.
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UNITEDSTATES

AT TLEM EN’S

P.O. Box 339 ~ San Lucas, CA 93954 ~ Telephone: (831) 385-5316
web: www.uscattlemen.org ~ email: usca@uscattlemen.org

MEMBERSHIP—DONATION FORM
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of the United States Cattlemen’s Association (USCA) is to present an effective voice for the United States cattle
industry. USCA is dedicated to, and focused on, efforts in Washington, D.C. to further the interests of cattle producers on
mandatory country of origin labeling, international trade, market competition, reform of the mandatory beef checkoff, animal health,
welfare and identification, private property rights and other issues that affect the United States cattle industry.

Name

Ranch Name

Address
City State Zip
Phone Email
Own cattle: Yes No Tribal Member: Yes No
Annual Membership Dues: Premier Memberships:
] Cattle Producer level (owns cattle) ~ $100 per year [ MAVERICK level $150 to $499
1 Business Member level ~ $100 per year [0 WRANGLER level  $500 to $999
1 College Student level ~ $25 per year [ ] DROVER level $1000 or more
1 Junior Member level (18 & younger) ~ $25 per year
Affiliate Organization Membership Dues: [1  Donation Only

(I do not wish to become a member at this time)

1 1to 100 members ~ $100 per year
L1 101 to 999 members ~ $1 per member
1 1000 members or more ~ $1,000 per year AMOUNT REMITTED:

Recruited By:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip: Phone:

Only members owning cattle have voting rights. One member—one vote.

Contributions are not deductible as a charitable contribution but may be deductible as an ordinary and necessary business expense.

Please mail completed form along with your check to our Membership Chairman at:
UNITED STATES CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 109 ~ Winnett, MT 59087

Your Support is Appreciated!
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You're Invited!

Pour yourself a cup of steaming coffee, pull up a stool and
spend a few minutes with Jess Peterson every other Tuesday
morning for an update on legislation impacting the ULS.
cattle industry in Washington, DC.

This early-morning forum has been created as an
“information exchange” where producers can offer input
and feedback directly to Jess on policy that will impact the
viability and profitability of you, the rancher, and Jess can
keep you informed about what’s happening on The Hill.
This is an easy way to keep yourself abreast of the issues -
and you don’t have to leave the house.

7

For the few who may not be familiar with Jess, he’s USCA’s
government relations consultant in Washington spending
24/7 on the job for the industry.

Date:
Calls are held on the first and third
Tuesdays of each month.

Time:
9:00 a.m. Eastern; 8:00 a.m. Central;
7:00 a.m. Mountain; 6:00 a.m. Pacific.

Call in number: 1-270-696-2525  Access Code: 032007#




